
Pre-vaccination screening



Immunisation service providers 

should perform a pre-vaccination 

health screen of all recipients to 

determine----

WHAT?????



• If there are any contraindications or precautions to the vaccines 

that are to be administered

• Whether alternative or additional vaccines should be 

considered 

and

• To ensure that vaccinations are up to date

Answer………



For some individuals

• Alterations to the routinely recommended vaccines may be 
necessary to 

 either eliminate or minimise the risk of adverse events 

 to optimise an individual’s immune response

 or to enhance the protection of a household contact 

against vaccine preventable diseases



Steps for pre-vaccination screening





A comprehensive pre-vaccination 

health screening is necessary to 

assess…..

WHAT ?????



• A person’s medical fitness for vaccination and

• To determine whether a different vaccine schedule 

may be recommended

Answer – to assess



Steps to complete the screening process

1. Provide the person to be vaccinated or the parent/guardian 
etc with the Pre-vaccination checklist

- Some of the questions in this checklist are deliberately non 
specific so to elicit as much important information as 
possible

- The pre-vaccination checklist may be photocopied and 
handed to the parent etc just before vaccination and/or 
displayed in the clinic/surgery for easy reference 



2. When any conditions are identified  

- refer to table 1.3.2* 

- as it provides the appropriate action with rationale

3. No one should be denied the benefits of vaccination by 

withholding vaccines for inappropriate reasons – see Table 

1.3.4* False contraindications to vaccinations

* The Australian Immunisation Handbook 9th ed. 



Conditions identified using the pre-

vaccination screening checklist

Table 1.3.2*  Responses to relevant conditions or 
circumstances identified by the pre-vaccination screening 
checklist page 17

* The Australian Immunisation Handbook 9th ed. 



The following are examples to give an overview of what 

actions are to be taken if you have a client with a 

condition noted from you pre vaccination assessment



Condition/

Circumstance

Action Rationale

Unwell today: - Acute febrile 

illness (T ≥38.5OC) 

Defer all vaccines until afebrile To avoid an adverse event in 

an already unwell child, or to 

avoid attributing symptoms to 

vaccination

Has a bleeding disorder The subcut route could be 

considered as an alternative 

to IM route

IM injection may lead to  

haematomas in patients with 

disorders of haemostasis

Does not have a functioning 

spleen

Check vaccination status for 

pnemococcal, meningococcal 

and Hib vaccinations

Individuals with an absent or 

dysfunctional spleen are at an 

increased risk of severe 

bacterial infections --- IPV

Received live parental vaccine 

of BCG vaccine in past 4 

weeks

Delay live vaccines by 4 

weeks

The immune response to a live 

viral vaccine may interfere with 

the response to a second live 

viral vaccine if given within 4 

weeks of the first

Has had any blood product in 

the past 7 months, or has had 

IM/IV immunoglobulin in the 

past 11 months

Make a return appointment for 

this vaccination – Refer to 

table 2.3.5 for recommended 

intervals

Antibodies within these 

products may interfere with the 

immune response to these 

vaccines



There are many more examples!

• Pregnancy

• GBS

• born preterm

• Planning pregnancy

• Identifies as an Aboriginal of 

TSI

• Lives with someone who has 

impaired immunity

• Diseases lowering immunity or 

receiving treatment which 

lowers immunity

• Anaphylaxis following a 

previous dose of  the relevant 

vaccine

• Severe (anaphylactic) allergy 

to a vaccine component

• Is a parent, grandparent or 

carer of a new born

The chart also goes through circumstances and conditions such 

as:


